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(A ut on o mo us), P al ayamko uai.

Introduction
Sport govsrnance refers to the exercise of poum" x*A ctrry*l#tl*-t

iafluence, authority,g{ n.tt r* of decision making. (Hurns & !dest"€e, k ffi"work and culture dtio wlich a spo:ts body sets policy, deliranx itr xriprEri **
engages with stockholders, monitors performance, evaluates and m*rrs8es *gi *W
its constitutions on its activities and programs including the delivery sf s&eirrc *&X**.'i
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and propionate sports policy and regulations. Govemance is the systfe ry ffi
organizations are directed and nranaged. It influences how the objectiu"r oitl* r-*fofurffi*
are set and achieved, spells out the rules and procedures for making organizatis*a1 decisisos
and determines the means of optimizing and monitoring performance, including korr ris& ir
monitored and assessed.

The recent &w years have seen mattsrs of Indian sport and its governance rnove &sm
the back page$ to the *ont pages of aewspapers, shift from sports segments to prime tirns
news on televisi*t and becorne a regular tnending topic on social medii Membersof the cast
have included a eolcrfrrl r*iabow of individuals, poiiticians of all hues, businessmerL career
sports administrators. $ports ministers and, most recently, judges and retired judges of the
country's highesr courts (Kamath" zln).

Tmditisnally, sports goveurance regulation has been positioned as a system of
reasosably hasic, structural and institutional restrictions on tt" otherwise free reign of
'autonomous' sports regulators. Jle apparently universal prircipfrr oflgoJgovernance, of
sngt havg largely been designed by sport! bodies for sports UoOies - fimitati-ons tfrii **i
suffer and endure so as to enjoy their broad powers and lrivileges. The nogns t"r. ioLfuAJ
matters such as 1g: Td tenure.restrictions, ionflict of interestiurd ethics .rd;. M;-t"rt";
of compliance with these is either by the body itself or by other inter-related rp6,1, b"d;;;
such- as regional a1d international federations. In ttlat ssnse, extant good 

-governance

regulation has tended towards being windowdressing. v

The State of Sports Governance;
The current lli* model of sports goverumce has various *akeholders such as the

Ministry of Youth AS1.t T9lport (MYAS), the Indian olympic Assssiation (IoA), the
State Olympic Association (SOA), thg National Sports Federariirs NSp") and ihe S**
Authority of India (SAI) with well-defined roles (Singh & Sq*ar, t$i4, *r* n*i* E on,
governance infrastructure consists of two spate bod.ies rnsn?ging spor6 h the county, The
MY*S ol and tle lQe, tt p"I the olympics charter, tn" roe-rnorrif be an 

",*"r"*""1'brd;*93""_3"m the {ministrytive conhol of the governmr# of India (Dhanuraj & i;"r,
2015). Howevrr; the Association receives n:po* ie fu forp of firunce ana inf.astn ctrne
from the government. The federal goverrmed oo nas besr continwusly offering ;;;t"rl
amount to the spsrts s*tor ill }rdia olr t'ai$i*g machis& iafrasiructure, grants and
initiatives.
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Model of Sports Governance in India !
State Spons Council

/ Department

Au&orilies

I rrtini"wofYouth I

I ano sports tlr t
I Sports authority of II maiu IL-

Centre of Excellence,

Training centre and

other Institutions

District OlymPic

Associations

The existing model of govemaace of sports in India 
-has.tw9 

wings One is which

gou"-rn"nt UoAi"."are controli-ed by the MYSA' This wing has institutions like the Sports

^T",rr"i 
y 

"ir"ar" ISAD., and othei institutions workilg towards promoting sports training

*A"i Sif- m. other wing has the Indian Olympic Association (OA) under IOA comes the

il;dffipl;A;;;;tatio,i (soe, uoo rt t'iuriboa *a spo'tt Fedemtions (NSFs and SFs)'

i"*"r"i, ttt lavse provides lurancial ancl intastrucnrat supporl to thr National and State

i*.tr iJerution" *O indircctly contsol these federations tbrough political representations'

;il;il{-;;;;n! -uoo"t 'in India are registered as societies under tbe societies

&t:ffi;; i.t,-is86 *o are entitled t'o govemment suPport in the form of aid and tax

*ri"ntr. In orO"t to receive such support of-a body required to have govemment offcials in

rfr" orgi-tion, which observes arid 
"h"ct" 

the utilization of funds' team selection and

;J; il. This lirnits lhe fteedom of a sporting bodv to grow and restricts its

d€velopment.

Code for Sports GoYertrsnce:- - 
e Spott. Code ls a set of rules that establishe stan'lrds aDd Pmtocols for national

sDoru federations. that is, the bodies goveming various sports in the country These rules cnn-tl-rrrfi*-"0*irf 
r*,ive direaions] in wtrich case tbey are called a Code; or may be in the

i"", 
"il"gitfuti", 

passed by the Parliament, in which case il would be known as a Sports

Act.

.L{Eh
aBhr

rf,e Spors Code establishes criteria" obligations.an{ lanOa*.9f coidY"]^-f::-try]x

f.d..rd; ;;;; .*i"".pii "i U in order-to rerain their recognrtign and siatus' field
a^- L^j:dfr"lFo rd rtceire p,ruii mai"g. These 8re seen as essential mrms for bodies
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2017. It is understood that the Committee bEs sdorEd b lrd d
dmff of the Sports Code will be made available for pHt c..rEr Ll

and natioral 8nd intemational developmenrs oD sports govenrancc. fr ir, ta*x, L'
th€.Sports Code will be a comprehersive docuent covering I wi& vrid, d.Ji;
will focus on accountability, corporate govemaace, transparctcy @d
sports federatiotrs.

Proposed Sportr Code iu India
The following sports code has been popsed in India:

. lined 8t achieving accountability, and good govemre iu tb
fuuctioning of the Natiooal Sports Federations (NSFS)

o The NSFs and the IOA will be considered public authorities and come under the Rigi
to Information Act 2015,

o Limit on the size ofdre oftce-beareis and governing board mernbers of the IOA and
NSFS iD ordef to check nepotim.

. Limir on thc Ege E d trauc (o,f_'T ofrFtcar,rfs) to ch€ct the cultEe of t€.ting
sports federatiors as soma indini&rl's tecdm-

. Debaring minis*er and gwcnmmf offcials in svicc tom r,Ling up posts in any
sporas My.

. Making people r{rc have been cbargefimed or ceyitd (ftr two years or more) for
a crimioal offeace ineligible to mutast polls of spqrs bodhs.

. Putting all infom8iion oll its websites is manddory fc 8 qlfii8 body.. The NSFS and the IOA have to constitute an Athletes. Co@ilsioo.

. Appointment of 8n ombudsman for iedressal ofgrievrc md Esolutiol ofdisput€s.r Code of Ethics for everyone working in a sporb body.
Suggestionr for the impleosntrtion ofSportr Codo:

Fomer Sports Ministcr oflndia Vijay Goel said that, -thcrc [ccds lo bc at least 5 per
cent jobs.r€serv€d for s?ortspenons. Dififient ministries need to chip in ftarvi[ eacourige
parents.also to allow their kids to pursue sports.,, Our next targa is f @ ihe 400 odd
unive.ities of the country ard then idetrtig/ l0 univenities *ticn mra bc iuterested in
building Centen ofExcellence in sports. (Ihe Indian Express, 2016 ).

Sports Minister of India Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore mid tbe gove.,r,rpqr 1lr$ in the
process of finalizing a NatioDat SporB Code to efficiently run spotts orgrdzdons, .otu
rocus rs ro ensure that sports ca! reach to ev€ry child. We havc ffied ttc Xblo India,
prcgramme to achicve this target, Under various schemes so far, the fimds hrw bcco spent on
i!frasrructue (Times of hdi4 20 I 7).

The 'Khelo India' initlative, thousand players will be chosen cach frr md *ill be
provided scholarship ol Fo 5 lath for a coutinuous period of cight ,ras Ndiotrat Sport3
Code.will be bmught tri ensure tansparency in the qrorts orgeiz;*ii doaer Ou ."0".,rle*lll .Mi. .9_"_ 

provision of tarspareEcy to nm the federatioB md .rpqts o4adzafions
efficieDrly." (lndia Today, 2017)

The sports minister reitcrat€d trt thJ Sports Authodty of r ti, (SAD x,il utrdergo I
structural-reform in the coming years in wake ofenhancing the eficieocy ofrle Uoay. fy-tfe
yea\202243, the srength of SAI uiill be reduc€d to almost 50 per curt gfhe Asi- igq
20t7).

New Sports Code:
The Committee was tasked with updatiag the Code to rdLE! 6 .-
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